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Handout 2: Suggestions for Motivating Children to Read

Suggestions for Motivating Children to Read

• Include a variety of different types of books, such as picture books without
words, fairy tales, nursery rhymes, picture storybooks, realistic literature,
decodable and predictable books, information books, chapter books,
biographies, big books, poetry, and joke and riddle books.

• Provide other types of print such as newspapers, magazines, and brochures.

• Introduce and discuss several books each week (may be theme-related, have
same authors or illustrators, be same types of books, etc.).

• Have multiple copies of popular books.

• Include books in children’s native languages.

• Have an easy-to-use system for checking out books.

• Provide a record-keeping system for keeping track of books read (may include a
picture-coding system to rate or evaluate books).

• Showcase many books by arranging them so that the covers are visible,
especially those that are new, shared in read-aloud sessions, or theme-related.

• Organize books on shelves by category or type (may color code) within easy
reach of children.

• Provide comfortable, inviting places to read (pillows, rugs, a sofa, large
cardboard boxes, etc.).

• Encourage children to read to “friends” (include stuffed animals and dolls for
“pretend” reading).

• Have an Author’s Table with a variety of writing supplies to encourage children
to write about books.

• Have a Listening Table for recorded stories and tapes.

Adapted from Morrow, L. M. (2001). Literacy development in the early years: Helping children read and write.
(4th ed.). Needham Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon.


